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DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No. lfg , S. 2026

REITERATION OF UPHOLDING AND RESPECTING RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY IN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

To:  Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Chief Education Supervisors
Education Program Supervisors
Public Schools District Supervisors
Elementary and Secondary School Heads
All Others Concerned

1. In reference to Regional Memorandum No. 0129, s. 2026 titled “Reiteration of
Upholding and Respecting Religious Diversity in Public Schools,” this Office
reiterates the Department of Education’s commitment to upholding and respecting
the religious beliefs, convictions, and practices of learners and school personnel,
consistent with the 1987 Philippine Constitution and existing DepEd policies.

2. The Department affirms that respect for religious diversity is a vital
component of an inclusive, learner-centered, and rights-based educational
system. Schools shall ensure that all learners and personnel are treated with
dignity, fairness, and respect regardless of religious affiliation, belief, or non-

belief.

3. Participation in religious activities within the school setting shall be
strictly voluntary. No learner or school personnel shall be compelled, coerced,
pressured, or discriminated against on the basis of religious beliefs,
convictions, practices, or conscientious objections.

4, School activities, programs, ceremonies, and observances shall be
planned and implemented in a manner that is inclusive and non-
discriminatory. School officials and personnel shall exercise prudence and
sensitivity to ensure that these activities do not infringe upon the
constitutional right to freedom of religion and belief.

5. This Memorandum is consistent with DepEd Order No. 53, s. 2001,
DepEd Memorandum No. 3, s. 2010, and DepEd Order No. 105, s. 2010,
which mandate the protection of religious freedom and the avoidance of
discriminatory practices in all school-related undertakings.

6. School Heads are directed to ensure proper orientation of teachers,
learners, and school personnel on policies related to religious freedom and
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diversity, and to review existing school practices to ensure alignment with
DepEd issuances.

Ts Any concern or complaint involving possible violations of religious
freedom shall be addressed promptly, fairly, and with due regard for
confidentiality and due process, in accordance with existing DepEd

mechanisms.

8. Enclosed are the relevant issuances for your reference.

9. For dissemination, guidance, and compliance.
By Authority of the OIC- Schools Division Superintendent

DELFIN A, BONDAD
Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Officer{In-Charge
CID/mtc
01/29/2026
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26 January 2026

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM

Na §12gs. 2026

REITERATION OF UPHOLDING AND RESPECTING RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY
IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

To : Schools Division Superintendents
All Concerned

1.  The Department of Education (DepEd) remains committed in upholding and
respecting the religious beliefs, convictions, and practices of learners and school
personnel, in accordance with the 1987 Constitution and existing DepEd policies.
Participation in religious activities shall be strictly voluntary, and no individual shall
be compelled, coerced, or discriminated against for their religious beliefs or non-

beliefs.
2. Consistent with DepEd Order NO.53, s. 2001; DepEd Memorandum No. 3, s.
2010 and DepEd Order No.105 s. 2010, schools are enjoined to ensure that religious

activities, if any, do not disrupt classes nor infringe the rights and convictions of
others , and that an inclusive and respectful school environment is maintained at all

times.
3.  Attached is Memorandum DM-OUOQOPS-2026-12-08134 for your reference.

4. Immediate dissemination of and strict compliance with this Memorandum are
hereby directed.
GILB SAD
Regional Director
CLMD/njl
01/26/2026
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MEMORANDUM
DM-QUOPS 2020 -(--¢8 134

TO : ALL REGIONAL DIRECTORS
ALL SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS
ALL SCHOOL HEADS
ALL OTHERS CONCERNED

gro®

FROM . MALCOLM S. GARMA
Undersecretary for Governance and Operations

»'" JQCELYN DR ANDAYA

: hrgmnul Director, NCR

‘-.\ i '““ (‘on( urrent Officer-in-Charge, Uffice of the
_Assistant Sec retary for Governarce and Operutions

4

SUBJECT : REITERATION OF UPHOLDING AND RESPECTING RELIGIOUS
DIVERSITY IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

DATE z J, !

This Memorandum is i1ssued to reiterate the Department of Education’s commitment
in upholding and respecting the religious beliefs, convictions, and practices of
iearners and school personnel, in accordance with the 1987 Philippine Constitution
and existing DepEd policies. Article 11I, Section 5 of the Constitution provides that “No
law shall be made respecting an establishment of religion, or prohubiting the free exercise
thereof. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without
discrimination or preference, shall forever be allowed.”, while Article XIV, Section 3(3)
mandates that “At the option expressed in wriling by the parents or guardians, religion
shall be ullowed to be taught to their children or wards in public elementary and high
schuols within the regular class hours by instructors designated or approved by the
religious authorities of the religion to which the children or wards belung, without
audditional cost o the Government.”

In line with these consttutional principles, DepEd Order (DO) No. 53, s. 2001, DepEd
Memorandum No. 3, s. 2010, and DO No. 105, s. 2010 provide that public schools
shall respect the diverse religious beliefs and non-belief of learners and personnel,
participation in any religious activity shall be strictly voluntary, and no individual shall
be compelled, coerced, or pressured Lo participate in religious practices or be subjected
to discrimination for declining to do so. These issuances likewise emphasize that the
conduct of religious activities within school premises must not disrupt regular classes
nor infringe upon the rights and convictions of others,
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All DepEd officials, school heads, teachers, and personnel are hereby enjoined to
foster an inclusive, respectful, and non-discriminatory school environment
where the religious beliels, convictions, and practices ol all members of the school
community are recognized and protected. Schools are further directed w0 exercise
prudence in the planning and maplementation of school activities to ensure that no
act, policy, or practice directly or indirectly undermines the freedom of religion of
learners and personnel.

Immediate dissemination of and strict compliance with this Memorandum are hereby

directed.
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DEPED V BICOL REGION

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Operations

Thursday, 22 January 2026 11:22 am
DEPED | ILOCOS REGION; DEPED || CAGAYAN VALLEY; DEPED Il CENTRAL LUZON;

DEPED REGION IV-A CALABARZON; MIMAROPA REGION; DEPED V BICOL REGION,
DepEd VI Western Visayas; Depkd Region VI Central Visayas; REGION Vill EASTERN
VISAYAS: DEPED IX ZAMBOANGA PENINSULA; DEPED X NORTHERN MINDANAO;
DEPED XI DAVAO REGION; DEPED XII SOCCSKSARGEN; DEPED REGION Xill
CARAGA; Negros Island Region (NIR); DEPED CORDILLERA ADMINISTRATIVE
REGION: DEPED NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION; Tolentino Aquino; Benjamin Paragas;
Ronnie Mallari: Alberto Escobarte; Nicolas Capulong; Gilbert Sadsad; Cristito Eco;
Anthony Liobet; Salustiano Jimenez; Ronelo Al Firmo; Ruth Fuentes; ARTURO
BAYOCOT: Allan Farnazo; Carlito Rocafort; MARIA INES ASUNCION; Estela Carino
Reiteration of Upholding and Respecting Religious Diversity in Public Schools
Reiteration of Upholding and Respecting Religious Diversity in Public Schools.pdf

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Dear Regional Directors,
Respectfully transmitting the Memorandum DM-OUOPS-2026-12-08134 on the
Reiteration of Upholding and Respecting Religious Diversity in Public Schools.

The Department of Education remains committed in upholding and respecting the religious

nvictions, and practices of learners and school personnel, in accordance with the 1987
rticipation in religious activities shall be

coerced, or discriminated against for their

beliefs, co
Philippine Constitution and existing DepEd policies. Pa
strictly voluntary, and no individual shall be compelled,

religious beliefs or non-beliefs.

Consistent with DepEd Order No. 53, s. 2001; DepEd Memorandum No. 3, s. 2010; and DepEd
are enjoined to ensure that religious activities, if any, do not

Order No. 105, s. 2010, schools
s and convictions of others, and that an inclusive and

disrupt classes nor infringe upon the right
respectful school environment is maintained at all times.

Immediate dissemination of and strict com pliance with this Memorandum are hereby directed.

Kindly see the attached Memorandum for your reference.

Thank you very much.

Respectfully,
@V‘ﬂNG ;5\‘.’(,
LN Office of the Assistant Secretary for

4 @ Operatons
2\ }.N -z' Field Operations
% 5 Diepartment ol Jiducanon

. %""«a.a'._r. o asec.ops@deped gov ph [ (08) 8633-7242
5" Floor, Room M-503,Mabini Building
DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue. Pasig City, Philippines
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