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DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No. 997 __ s.2026

2026 DIVISION SCHOOLS PRESS CONFERENCE
(Elementary and Secondary levels)

To:  Asst. Schools Division Superintendent
Chiefs Education Supervisors
Education Program Supervisors
Public Schools District Supervisors
Heads, Public and Private Elementary and Secondary Schools
All Others Concerned

1. Pursuant to Republic Act (RA) No. 7079, also known as the Campus Journalism Act
of 1991, released through DepEd Order (DO) No. 94, s. 1992, which stipulates the holding
of the annual national elementary, secondary or tertiary Schools Press Conference, the
SDO Catanduanes through the Division Association of Secondary School Paper Advisers
(DASSPA) and the Catanduanes Association of Elementary School Paper Advisers
(CAESPA) announces the conduct of the 2026 Division Schools Press Conference
(DSPC) - (Elementary and Secondary levels) at Virac Pilot ES, Juan M. Alberto
Memorial Elementary School, Gogon Elementary School, Virac North District and
Catanduanes State University on January 15-18, 2026.

2. This year's DSPC will focus on the theme, " Win the War: Campus Journalism’s
Renewed Roles Amid Technological Revamps ".

3. The Division Conference aims to:

a. demonstrate understanding of journalism through skillful execution in
various platforms (i.e., print, broadcast, online);

b. recognize the role of journalism in advocating for social consciousness and
environmental awareness;

c. promote fair and ethical use of media as tenets of responsible journalism;

d. foster camaraderie and enrich learning experiences through healthy and
friendly competitions; and

e. provide learners' opportunities to use the skills learned in campus journalism
for their future careers.

4. The 2026 DSPC activities shall include the following:
a. Individual Contests (English and Filipino)

i. News Writing

ii. Features Writing

iii Editorial Writing

iv. Sports Writing

V. Copyreading and Headline Writing
vi. Science and Technology Writing
vii, Photojournalism

viii. Editorial Cartooning

ix. Column Writing
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b. Group Contests (English and Filipino)

i Radio Scriptwriting and Broadcasting

ii. Collaborative Desktop Publishing

iii.  Online Publishing (secondary only)

iv. TV Broadcasting (secondary only)- Presentation of winners

¢. School Paper Contests (English and Filipino, elementary and secondary in
PDF)
i. News Section

ii. Features Section

ili.  Editorial Section

iv.  Science and Technology Section
V. Sports Section

vi.  Layout and Page Design

d. Awarding of Outstanding School Paper Advisers (SPAs) and Campus Journalists
(CJs)

5. Learners at the elementary and secondary levels (both junior and senior high schools)
are eligible to join the contests. Considering that the activity will be conducted face-to-
face, a written permit must be secured from the parents indicating consent of their child's
participation in the 2026 DSPC. The parent's permit should be collected by the school
paper adviser and be submitted to the division committee in registration upon arrival on
January 15, 2026.

6. The learners should be accompanied and duly supervised by their school paper
advisers/coaches and duly supervised by the school heads. All participants who would
like to be billeted shall bring their own beddings.

7. All schools should ensure that participating in the 2026 DSPC means having a school
paper or publications in Portable Document Format (PDF) or digital format of at least
four pages to be submitted on or before the January 12, 2025 and be sent to the

following email addresses: jefferson.arcilla@deped.gov.ph for secondary, and
ricky.tid@deped.gov.ph for elementary levels.

8. A campus journalist can participate in only one event, either in an individual or
group category.

9. The top five winners in all individual categories and the top five winners in all group
categories shall be recognized during the Awarding Ceremonies in the DSPC. Top five
winners in individual contests will receive medals and certificates, while top three
winners in group contests will receive medals, fourth and fifth with certificates. Winners
during the Screening of TV Broadcasting and Scriptwriting will be recognized during the
awarding ceremonies.

10. The accumulated points from individual events, group events, school paper contest,
and outstanding school paper adviser and campus journalist, shall be included in the
computation of the overall top five scores to determine the final ranking of the top five
performing schools.
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11. For the school paper competition, the top ten winners per section and per category
will be given recognition, the points shall be added to the overall ranking and results.
Top three performing schools (English & Filipino) will receive trophies. The top three
winners in the Search for Outstanding School Paper Advisers and Campus Journalists
will also be awarded.

12. Recognizing and respecting Intellectual Property Rights, SDO Catanduanes adheres
to the rule concerning plagiarism. This Office reiterates its stand to disqualify school
papers found to have copied and published texts, graphics, and other materials without
duly acknowledging their sources. The disqualification covers all sections of the school
paper. Any form of plagiarism in all other competitions as proven by the board of judges
shall also be a ground for disqualification.

13. The decision of the Board of Judges is FINAL and IRREVOCABLE.

14. Pertinent documents of the applicants for the Search for Outstanding School Paper
Advisers and Campus Journalists shall be submitted on or before January 9, 2026 at
the Curriculum Implementation Division to Gina B. Pantino, Education Program
Supervisor, Division Campus Journalism coordinator.

15. A registration of Five Hundred Pesos (Php 500.00) shall be charged to each
participant, and this will cover the cost for the honorarium for speakers, technical
working group, officers, facilitators, and guests’ snacks and meals, supplies and
materials, 2024 division cliniquing (in part) for the 2026 Regionals Schools Press
Conference Qualifiers and other incidental expenses. All expenses relative to the
participation in this Conference shall be charged against the school's Maintenance and
Other Operating Expenses (MOOE) / local/ Special Education Funds (SEF) or the School
Campus Journalism Funds, whichever is applicable.

16. For facilitation and efficient preparation for the upcoming activity, the final list as
sent earlier through the registration of all participants is required through the Zonal
representatives of each municipality. Registration fee in cash should be made on or before
January 13, 2026 to the Cashiers Office c/o Ms. Marjorose T. Lopez, Administrative
Officer IV (Cash), a representative shall pay in the cashier’s office.

17. The annual membership fee of Php 60.00 for school paper advisers and Php 30.00
for student-writers shall likewise be paid directly to the treasurers of the Division
Association of Secondary School Paper Advisers and the Catanduanes Association of
Elementary School Paper Advisers before the 2026 DSPC.

18. Division delegates are expected to be at the Catanduanes State University
Gymnasium on January 15, 2026 before 1:00 in the afternoon for the Holy Mass to be
immediately followed by the Opening Program. School paper advisers shall take charge
of their delegate’s accommodation in coordination with the Committee on
Accommodation.

19. Considering that January 17 and 18, 2026 fall on Saturday and Sunday, all teacher-
participants are entitled to a two-day vacation service credits, in congruence to the
provisions set in DepEd Order No. 13, s. 2024, re: updated Guidelines on the Grant of
Vacation Service Credits to Teachers. On the other hand, the non-teaching personnel are
entitled to receive a Compensatory Overtime Credit (COC) for the accrued number of
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hours rendered on the same dates, as provided in CSC & DBM Joint Circular No. 2, s
2004, re: Non-Monetary Remuneration for Overtime Services Rendered.

20. As agreed during the final meeting of DAASPA and CAESPA last December 5,2025
school paper advisers and campus journalists shall wear color motif following their

municipality viz:

Zone 1 - Maroon

Zone 2 - Brown

Zone 3 - Pink

Zone 4 - White

Private Schools — Gray
DASSPA/CAESPA - Blue

21. On the agreed mechanics and guidelines of the group events:

* TV Broadcasting
v After concerns were raised and addressed, it was agreed that the selection for TV

Broadcasting shall be done through audition format (complete team) considering
the lack of equipment and trained personnel in TV Broadcasting.

= Online Desktop Publishing
v It was reiterated that there were no changes as to the guidelines, mechanics, and

equipment.
v Upon deliberation, it was agreed that the composite format of selection will not be

used for DSPC 2026.
= Radio Broadcasting and Collaborative Desktop Publishing
v Composite format of selection will be used for DSPC 2026.
¥ 2 News Anchor, 4 News Presenter, 1 Technical or 2-4-1 format shall be observed

for Radio Broadcasting

22. The schedule of activities, working committees, instructions in the preparation and
submission of specific entries, guidelines in the selection of winners in the individual and
group categories, and the criteria for the selection of outstanding school paper advisers
and campus journalists are found in the attached enclosures.

23. Immediate and wide dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.

MA. JEA . ABAYON
Asst. Schools Division Superintendent
Officer in Charge
Office of the Schools Division Superintendent

Encl.:
As stated
Reference:
Regional Memorandum No. 01538, s. 2025
To be indicated in the Perpetual Index under the following subjects:
PRESS CONFERENCE CAMPUS JOURNALISM CONTESTS LEARNERS
GBP/2026 DIVISION SCHOOLS PRESS CONFERENCE (DSPC)/01/06/2026
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Enclosure No.1 to Division Memorandum No.oﬂ, s. 2026

2026 Division Schools Press Conference
January 15-18, 2025
Venues: Catanduanes State University | Virac Pilot Elementary School
Juan M. Alberto Memorial Elementary School | Gogon Elementary School

MATRIX OF ACTIVITIES/PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES

Jan. 15, 2026 January 16, 2026 January 17, 2026 January 18, 2026
Day O Day 1 Day 2 Day 3
| GROUP EVENTS & 7:30-12:00
Arrival and INDIVIDUAL EVENTS | INDIVIDUAL EVENT | Closing Program &
settling in at the Awarding Ceremonies
billeting school 7:30-8:30 AM | 7:30-8:00 AM . (Venue: Catanduanes
Contest Briefings | Contest Briefings | State University)
7:00-11:00 AM 1.News Writing Radio Broadcasting and ‘
Turnover of 2.Features Writing | Scriptwriting i
laptops, storage 3.Sci-Tech Writing ‘ ' HOME SWEET HOME!
devices, and 4.Photojournalism ! 8:00-9:00 AM !
other equipment. | Contest Briefings
| 1. Collaborative Desktop
(Collaborative 08:31-11:00 AM | Publishing
Desktop Contest Proper | 2. Online Publishing
Publishing, Online | 3. Sports Writing
Publishing) Uploading of Photos & |
Venue: Virac Pilot Captioning (continuation of | 9:00-10:00
ES Photojournalism) in the | Mini Press Conference
afternoon | 1. Collaborative Desktop
j Publishing
Search for 2. Online Publishing
Outstanding SPA |
and CJ Interview | Contest Proper
(Virac Pilot ES) | 8:01-10:30 Radio Scriptwriting
i 10:31-onwards Radio
| Broadcasting Simulation
|
| 10:01 AM-2:01 PM Collaborative
' Desktop Publishing
| 10:01 AM-2:01 PM
‘ Online Publishing
| 10:01-11:01 AM
| Sports Writing
l
| 2:00-3:00 PM | INDIVIDUAL EVENTS | 1:00 PM onwards
’ Eucharistic Mass Continuation of Radio
| (Venue: ' 1:00-1:30 PM Broadcasting Simulation
| Catanduanes State | Contest Briefings ‘
| University) . 1,Editorial Writing |
| 2.Editorial Cartooning | after Radio Broadcasting
| 3.Copyreading and Headline | Simulation
' 3:00-5:00 PM Writing !
;» Opening Program = 4.Column Writing | TV Broadcasting Presentation
| (Venue: : j
| gatanduanes State | 1:30-2:30 PM \ DASSPA and CAESPA Officers,
} University) | Contest Proper | School Paper Advisers and ‘
| | | Coaches Assembly | i
| | 1 :
1  Awarding of Best School ' Venue: Virac Pilot ES { !
| Papers & Outstanding SPA | | |
| and CJ !
£ 6:00 PM {

' (Venue: to be announced) i
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Enclosure No. 2 to Division Memorandum No. w7 , 8, 2026

2026 Division Schools Press Conference

Virac Pilot ES/Catanduanes State University Gymnasium/JMAMES/Gogon ES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Ma. Jeany T. Abayon Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Officer-In Charge
Office of the Schools Division Superintendent

Delfin A. Bondad Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Romel G. Petajen Chief, Curriculum Implementation Division
WORKING COMMITTEE

Gina B. Pantino - Education Program Supervisor (English)
Division Campus Journalism Coordinator
Education Program Supervisors /Public Schools District Supervisors/
Salve T. Templo- School Principal-Virac Pilot ES/ Yolanda T. Tayam, School
Principal- JMAMES/ Jocelyn A. Burce, School Principal, Gogon ES

Committee on Program & Invitation

Chairpersons: Ricky V. Tid, Aimee O. Soquerata

Members: Sheena Mae Aguilar, Marian Claire Tulod, Ruel Fernandez,
Edna Marquez, Ma. Odeza Sy, Janice Icawat, Sheena Mae
Tuplano

Committee on Attendance & Registration

Chairpersons: Joanne Tanael, Arvie Shayne Gianan

Members: Marjorie Vargas, Rosita Marino, Kateleen Francisco, Carla
Loraine Mendez, Daisy Talion, Lorena Tulipat

Committee on Certificates & Awards

Chairpersons: Axel James Tomes, Mary Ann Gonzales

Members: Pinky Teope, Daisylyn Reyes, Marian Claire Tulod, Avegail
Teope, Cyl Gelaine Dagohoy, Arvie Shayne Gianan, Rhona
Columna,
Paul John Padilla

Committee on Token and Supplies

Chairpersons: Rosita Marino, Joanne Tanael, Lorena TulipatMembers:
Marjorie Vargas, Daisylyn Lopez, Kateleen Francisco,

Avegail Teope, Edna Marquez, Carla Loraine Mendez
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Committee on Creative Assets

Chairpersons: Alvin Vargas, Paul John Padilla

Members: Jefferson S. Arcilla, German Tejada, Jan Keith Abundo,
Jun Brian Canaria, Rhona Columna, Christine Joy Tulod

Committee on Stage Decoration & Hall Preparation

Chairpersons: Royce Sanchez, Edna Marquez
Members: John Lester Lacson, Christian Paul Tabo, Rodolfo
Tomagan,

Avegail Teope, Shiela Rojas, Dianne Fritz Manuel, Cynthia
Rojas, Rosalie Labrador

Committee on Accommodation, Health & Safety & Proper Waste

Segregation

Chairpersons: Marcelino Matienzo, Christine Joy Tulod

Members: Rodolfo Tomagan, Christian Paul Tabo, Lea Gregorio, Joan
Rodulfo, Jonalyn Salvador, Host School, and Division
Nurse

Committee on Mess Hall & Food Preparation

Chairpersons: Rosita Marino, Daisy Talion

Members: Ma. Ariane Sarte, Pamela Jane Masagca, Geraldine Kay B.
Obo, Avegail Teope, Joanne Tanael, Kathreena P. Berces,
Rosalie Labrador, Shiela Rojas, Joan Rodulfo, Genalyn

Manlangit

Committee on T-Shirt, ID and Tarp Printing

Chairpersons: Kathreena P. Berces, Mary Joy Tabuzo
Members: Geraldine Kay Obo, Pamela Jane Masagca, Ma. Ariane
Sarte,

Shiela Rojas, Cynthia Rojas, Joan Rodulfo
Committee on Coding Results

Chairperson: Dr. Gina B, Pantino
Members: selected members of DASSPA and CAESPA

Committee on Encoding of the Results (with PPT)

Chairperson: Dr. Gina B. Pantino :
Members: Jefferson Arcilla, Alvin Vargas, Ricky Tid, Paul John Padilla
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Committee on Technical Operation (Music, Sounds, PPT)

Chairpersons: Jan Keith Abundo, Paul John Padilla
Members: Jefferson Arcilla, Marcelino Matienzo, Rodulfo
Tomagan, Alvin Vargas, Genalyn Manlangit, Mary Ann Tilo, Gaycier B.
Gonzales Jr.

Committee on Billeting Schools/Contest Rooms

Chairpersons: Jefferson S. Arcilla, Ma. Odeza Sy

Members: Axel James Tomes, Jan Keith Abundo, Christian Paul Tabo,
Thielen Go, Dianne Fritz Manuel, Mary Joy Tabuzo

Committee on Documentation & Social Media Content

Chairpersons: German Tejada Jr., Gaycier B. Gonzales Jr.
Members: Jona Marie Ternida, Cyl Gellaine Dagohoy, Arvie Shayne
Gianan

Committee on Eucharistic Mass Celebration & Offertory

Chairpersons: Rosita Marino, Edna Marquez

Members: Marjorie Vargas, Royce Sanchez, Marian Claire Tulod,
Lorena Tulipat, Daisy Talion

Committee on Welfare

SGOD Health and Medical Team

Program Emcees:

Opening Program - Axel James Tomes & Aimee Soquerata

School Paper Awarding - Paul John Padilla & Christine Joy Tulod

Closing & Awarding - John Lester Lacson & Marianne Claire Ogalesco
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